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A Message from the 
Vice Chancellor

Dear Friends,

As you read this edition of the Bethlehem University News, a new 

year has dawned. May I wish you and all your loved ones blessings 

of happiness and good health during 2008.

I have on my desk the words of Dag Hammarskjold, the late distinguished Secretary General of 

the United Nations, which are appropriate as we begin a New Year:

“Do not look back and do not dream about the future, either. It will neither give you back the 

past, nor satisfy your dreams. Your duty, your reward, your destiny are here and now.”

Our 2007-2008 academic year began in late August with another significant increase in enroll-

ment - nearly 2,800 students. Some adjustments had to be made for adequate classroom space 

but the semester began well.

We welcomed Brother Robert Smith, FSC, PhD., our new Vice-President for Academic Affairs, 

who has assumed his duties exceptionally well. Brother Robert has spent most of his professional 

career at the university level as both a teacher and administrator at Saint Mary’s University of 

Minnesota and Christ the Teacher Institute for Education at the Catholic University of East 

Africa. His experience with university academic matters is a blessing to Bethlehem University.

It was with deep sadness on 13 December that we learned of the death of Brother Fergus 

McArdle, FSC, our previous Vice-President for Academic Affairs.  Brother Fergus died in 

Ireland after a long struggle with cancer. A memorial Mass was celebrated at the University 

on December 14th, and Brother Jack Curran, Vice President for Development, Brother Robert 

Smith, Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Dr. Irene Hazou, Assistant Vice President for 

Academic Affairs, represented the University at the funeral for Brother Fergus in Ireland.  May 

he rest in peace.

In early September the University began its first branch of the Faculty of Nursing and Health 

Sciences in Qubeibe Emmaus, a village 40 minutes away from Ramallah, with the gener-

ous help of the Congregation of Salvatorian Sisters and the German Association of the 

Holy Land.

In late October Bethlehem University had an historic event in the awarding of Master’s degrees 

for the first time to 19 students enrolled in the MICAD degree program, Master in Interna-

tional Cooperation and Development. This degree offering continues to attract applicants from 

a variety of sectors who leave Bethlehem University better prepared to contribute to Palestine’s 

future.

I again thank each of you for your generous financial support. As we enter a New Year, the eco-

nomic outlook still appears bleak with high unemployment as well as the problems caused by the 

weak dollar. Yet despite these realities I am convinced that Bethlehem University will continue 

to be an indestructible force for good.

Brother Daniel Casey
Vice Chancellor
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Fall 2007

Bethlehem University 
in Figures

Student enrollment: 2,787  

Alumni of the University: 10,647

Faculty: 177

Staff: 140

Student Gender Distribution

Male

Female29%

71%

Student Religious Affiliations

Christian

Muslim

69%

31%
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Your Feedback“

“

“I found the University, its staff, 
and its students very passionate 
about their institution and 
committed to higher education, 
despite some real challenges in 
their immediate environment.  As 
an American, I was deeply moved 
by the experience.  I look forward 
to my next trip to Bethlehem 
University.”
James Walker, USA

“I appreciate the efforts of 
Bethlehem University in 
providing a safe haven for its 
people, where freedom of speech 
and respect for human dignity 
finds its source in the institute of 
learning.”
Elias Botto, USA

“Attending the 2007 graduation 
ceremony was a thrilling 
experience for Phil and I.  We 
were so moved by the graduates’ 
enthusiasm and their optimism 
for the future, despite the 
hardships of living with the 
Israeli military occupation, the 
wall and the struggling economy. 
It’s a tribute to the University 
that the students persevere to 
attend daily classes and complete 
their education since many of 
them must cross through the 
checkpoints and the wall to reach 
the campus.”
Elaine Pasquini, USA

“Bethlehem University is a 
treasure for its students and 
for the entire community.  The 
University changes and grows in 

response to each new challenge, 
and we are all inspired by 
the smiling confidence of the 
brothers, sisters, professors, 
administrators, students and 
proud parents that are Bethlehem 
University.  They have that 
confidence because their work 
rests on a foundational vision 
that inspires them and us to be 
active in engaging our world, to 
be a creative force, no matter how 
tough the road we walk.”
Thomas Garofalo, Jerusalem 

“The Swedish Theological 
Institute is grateful for the 
good cooperation it enjoys with 
Bethlehem University. It is always 
a pleasure to meet staff and 
students and get updated on the 
situation in Bethlehem area. We 
thank you for your sharing and 
your hospitality.”
Kjell Jonasson, Jerusalem 

“Amidst the terror and injustice 
that plagues the Holy Land I 
think Bethlehem University 
stands as one of the few signs 
of hope. The students, staff and 
faculty have together created an 
extraordinary community.”
David Ryall, UK

“I wish to congratulate the 
members of the faculties, the staff 
and the students for the great 
achievements attained by the 
University, particularly on its 34th 
academic year.”
Cardinal Pio Laghi, Italy 

“Bethlehem University has a 
unique position to act as an 
initiator and mediator between all 
of us. Students’ sincerity give us 
hope and the impetus to work for 
them and for the future.”
Dr. Eduardo Domingo,  
Philippines

“It is always a pleasure to visit 
Bethlehem University and talk to 
staff and the students. I admire 
their spirit of resilience. I always 
hope and pray that they continue 
with that spirit and not leave 
Palestine after completing their 
education.”
Albert E. Hazbun, USA

We would love to 

hear your comments 

and feedback. 

Please send us your 

letters to:

info@bethlehem.edu

If you are 
a Bethlehem 
University graduate 
DON’T forget to 
include your class 
year.



Sister Margaret Ahl, Daughter of Charity Sister, died at DePaul 

Provincial House in Menands , New York , on Sunday, October 

14, 2007.  She was the founder of the baccalaureate program in 

Nursing, established at Bethlehem University in 1976. Under 

unbelievable obstacles, she established the program and graduated 

the first class of 11 men and three women in 1980. The program 

flourished despite constant disruptions, and today enrolls over 200 

students in both nursing and allied health care occupations. Until 

her last days Sister Margaret assisted the Nursing Department by 

securing scholarships and donations. 

Brother Fergus J. Mcardle, FSC, Ph.D., passed away on the 

morning of December 13, 2007 in Dublin, Ireland. Br. Fergus 

served as Vice President for Academic Affairs at Bethlehem Uni-

versity from September 2003 until June 2006. He was an energetic 

and forward-thinking academic who built strong relationships with 

other universities and encouraged the faculty to develop profes-

sionalism in their work. Br. Fergus, 58, was born in Dundalk, 

County Louth, Ireland on the 22nd of March in 1949. 

Brother John (John Calvin) Johnston, FSC, died on Oct. 11, 

2007 in Memphis, Tenn. Brother John, 73, former Superior Gen-

eral of the De La Salle Christian Brothers, had an illustrious career 

as a Christian Brother that spanned 56 years. He was a member of 

the International Board of Regents of Bethlehem University. Even 

when diagnosed with cancer in 2006, he continued his intensive 

interest and participation in all Christian Brother activities until 

his final days. 

News5 Bethlehem 
University 
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News in Brief

Reaching Out, 
Making Education Possible

As a result of Israeli military 

checkpoints, the wall and 

the harsh economic reality, 

many students who live in the 

northern part of Palestine have 

difficulties reaching Bethlehem 

to attend Bethlehem Univer-

sity.  To meet the growing need 

of making education accessible 

Bethlehem University, under the 

guidance of Salvatorian Sister 

Hildegard, established its first 

branch of the Faculty of Nursing 

and Health Sciences in Qubeibe 

Emmaus, a village 40 minutes 

away from Ramallah. 

The first cohort has 15 enthu-

siastic young men and women 

who come from different villages 

around Qubeibe Emmaus.  “I 

never thought I would be able 

to continue my education. It all 

seemed just impossible,” said 

one student, adding, “We live in 

isolated communities.”  

Ms. Bettina Gebauer, Coordi-

nator of the Nursing Program, 

expects that all students enrolled 

in the Qubeibe Emmaus branch 

will find jobs once they gradu-

ate. “In this area medical services 

and hospitals are in the process 

of development. By the time 

they are up and running, our 

students will be ready to offer 

their knowledge and skills.”

The Qubeibe Emmaus branch 

has been made possible by the 

generous help of the Congrega-

tion of Salvatorian Sisters and 

the German Association of the 

Holy Land. 

IT Graduates 
Win First Prize 

Three graduates of Department 
of Computer Information 
Systems (CIS) at Bethlehem 
University won the first prize 
in the Second Palestinian 
International Conference on 
Computer and Information 
Technology held in Hebron in 
September 2007. John Bandak, 
Ramy Giacaman, and Ihab 
Khoury created the “Breast 
Cancer Diagnosis System” de-
signed to use computer vision 
technology to detect breast 
cancer in mammograms. 

As a result of this award Ihab 
Khoury was granted a scholar-
ship to participate in a three-
month research program in 
the same field at the Public 
University of Nevarre (Uni-
versidad Pública de Navarra), 
Pamplona, Spain. 

The Department of Computer 
Information Systems, which 
graduated its first group of CIS 
majors just last June, offers a 
promising future for young 
men and women interested in 
Information Technology.

From left to right: Ramy Giacaman , Ihab Khoury, and 
John Bandak

Sister Hildegard and Ms. Bettina Gebauer
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Palestinian Women’s

There was no shortage of talent 

on the Palestinian National Soccer 

Team lineup this year. 

The team displayed an exceptional 

effort with continuous improve-

ment all the way to the Forced 

Armed Club Competition in Abu 

Dhabi in September 2007 where 

teams from different countries of 

the Arab World and Brazil partici-

pated. 

Ms. Samar Araj-Mousa, Bethle-

hem University’s Athletic Direc-

tor, along with the support of 

Head Coach Mr. Raed Hreimi, 

led the team to third place in their 

category in the championship, 

illustrating their coaching and 

leadership abilities. 

Many obstacles face these young 

women players including tight 

travel restrictions and severe 

financial difficulties. Continuing 

governmental financial shortages 

make it increasingly difficult to 

attract funding for the women’s 

soccer team. These factors may 

have kept the team from compet-

ing for their homeland but with 

the help of supporters and sheer 

perseverance, the team was able to 

place high. Congratulations!!! 

Soccer Team Wins Third Place in Championship
News in Brief

There wass no shortage of talent 

on the Pallestinian National Soccer 

Team lineeup this year. 

Ms.

hem

tor, 
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Saturday, 27 October 2007 was a 
historic occasion for Bethlehem 
University and for all of Palestine.  
Considering that the Palestinian 
people are primarily responsible for 
the development and improvement 
of the economic, social and cultural 
dimensions of the evolving Palestin-
ian state, Bethlehem University, the 
first university established in the West 
Bank, is honored to have graduated 
19 students of the first class for the 
Masters of International Cooperation 
and Development (MICAD).  

The graduation ceremony at Bethle-
hem University opened with a keynote 
address delivered by H.E. Minister 
Mohammed-Kamal Hassouneh, Min-
ister of National Economy; Telecom-
munication and Information Technol-
ogy; and Public Works and Housing. 
“These graduates play a most im-
portant role in the development of 
Palestinian society and we are grateful 
to Bethlehem University and their do-
nors for this wonderful achievement,” 
said Minister Hassouneh.

Mrs. Claudette Habesh, Vice Chair-
person of the Board of Trustees at 
Bethlehem University, H.E. Archbish-
op Fouad Twal, the President of Beth-
lehem University, and Brother Daniel 
Casey, FSC, the Vice Chancellor of 
Bethlehem University, presided at the 
graduation ceremony.  “MICAD fits 
well with the mission of Bethlehem 
University, which is to provide quality 

higher education to the people of 
Palestine and to serve them in its role 
as a center for the advancement, shar-
ing and use of knowledge – emphasiz-
ing excellence in academic programs 
and the development of students as 
committed people prepared to assume 
leading positions in society,” said Br. 
Daniel.  Addressing the graduates in 
particular, Mrs. Habesh said, “Today 
is not the end, today is the beginning! 
We hope for you a lot.” 

The graduates of the MICAD 
program, the first masters degree 
offered by Bethlehem University, are 
highly qualified professionals who 
have demonstrated superior skills and 
knowledge in the areas of sustainable 
development with specific knowl-
edge and ethical awareness in human 
development, social and economic 
issues, project management, political 
science and international relation-
ships. With the academic rigor of the 
MICAD program and their practical 
professional expertise, the MICAD 
graduates are prepared to provide 
NGOs, United Nations agencies as 
well as public and private institutions 
throughout Palestine with ethical 
leadership in international coopera-
tion and development. 

Dr. Fadi Kattan, Dean of the Faculty 
of Business and Director of MICAD, 
presented the graduates.  On their 
behalf Lubna Rif ’at Abdel-Hammed 
Iskandar delivered the Valedic-

tory Address.  “Before the Intifada 
started, I spent two years looking for 
a scholarship to continue my educa-
tion abroad. I was accepted at the 
University of London along with 15 
additional applicants from all over the 
world. But because the Intifada started 
I could not go.” 

She continued, “Later I had children 
and it was impossible for me to leave 
my kids and follow my dreams. So, 
when I heard about the MICAD 
program, I thought that it was God’s 
gift to me from the sky. I thought that 
God must have read my mind and 
inspired someone to think of this pro-
gram that was tailored just for me and 
my needs. It gave me hope that I still 
can give and produce no matter what 
the constraints are,” said Lubna. 

Professor Gianni Vaggi, Director of 
the Centre for International Coopera-
tion and Development at the Univer-
sity of Pavia, Italy, delivered the Main 
University Partner Address. “MICAD 
is here because of the commitment 
of Bethlehem University, and we in 
Europe are also benefiting from this 
program through our exchange of 
students and professors,” said Profes-
sor Vaggi. 

Professor Antonio Raimondi, former 
President of the International Volun-
teering for Development (VIS), deliv-
ered the Main NGO Partner address.  
“Today we are living the real meaning 

NewsBethlehem 
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Who 
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Palestinian 
state
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of the words ‘international coopera-
tion’ – cooperation between universi-
ties, NGOs and donors in order to 
achieve this wonderful program which 
is in service of human development 
for the betterment of our global com-
munity,” said Professor Raimondi.

The MICAD program at Bethlehem 
University has been made possible 
through the generous assistance of 
more than 21 donors and partners 
including the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of Italy, VIS, Volontariato 
Internazionale per lo Sviluppo, and 
TEMPUS as well as partner NGOs in 
collaboration with the University of 
Pavia, Italy, University College Dub-
lin, Ireland, and Radbound University 
Nijmegen, the Netherlands.

In the Fall of 2006 the MICAD pro-
gram doubled its size by opening its 
doors to a second cohort of students, 
working in parallel with the first 

one.  At the same 
time, the Tempus 
Program of the 
European Union 
provided further 
support with 
stronger partner-
ships, including the 
Palestinian NGO 

PARC.  Likewise, in the Fall of 2007, 
a third cohort of graduate student was 
admitted to the MICAD program.  

“I have the dream that MICAD can 
make another dream come true.  The 
dream that I have and think that 
everyone has is the dream of peace in 
the Holy Land,” concluded Professor 
Antonio Raimondi.

NewsBethlehem 
University 9

Amjad Sharif with his son Brother Daniel Casey and Archbishop 
Fuad Twal presenting Lubna Rif’at Abdel-
Hammed Iskandar her diploma.

Lubna Rif’at Abdel-Hammed Iskandar 
delivering her Valedictory speech
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Governmental as well as non-govern-
mental organizations work hard to 
keep the Palestinian economy surviv-
ing and growing despite the hard-
ships and challenging political situa-
tion. A growing economy is a means 
for poverty alleviation, and it is a fact 
that whenever economic indicators 
are positive, livelihood is assumed 
to improve. However, the questions 
remain: Whose livelihood improves? 
Who are the real beneficiaries of any 
economic boom? To what extent do 
the original producers, especially 
the smaller ones, benefit from any 
increase in profits? Are profits being 
fairly distributed among the various 
players of the supply chain? 
It is essential, especially for Palestin-
ians, to guarantee that the poor do 
not get poorer as the rich get richer. 
That’s what “Fair Trade” is all about. 
Fair Trade ensures that trade struc-
tures and practices work in favour 
of the poor and promote sustainable 
development and justice.
 
The International Fair Trade Move-
ment is comprised of millions of 
people throughout the world. In 
Palestine, the number of fair trade 

advocates is increasing slowly but 
positively. Several organizations have 
obtained the International Fair Trade 
Association (IFAT) membership, 
including the Fair Trade Develop-
ment Center (FTDC) at Bethlehem 
University, the Holy Land Handicraft 
Cooperative Society, Sunbula, and 
the Palestinian Agriculture Relief 
Committees. In fact, these Palestin-
ian members are the only Arab mem-
bers in the IFAT at this time. 
Activities in support of Fair Trade in-
clude market development, fair trade 
monitoring, and advocacy. 

The FTDC at the Institute for 
Community Partnership/Bethlehem 
University, which was established by 
the late Mr. Jamal Salameh, has been 
operating for almost two years now as 
a support center for Fair Trade. The 
FTDC’s efforts for its first stage were 
focused on the Olive Oil Coopera-
tives, to whom it has provided sup-
port in marketing their products; this 
includes developing their capacities 
(training in management, marketing, 
and good governance, among others), 
developing their websites, and assist-
ing them to obtain fair trade certi-

fications from official international 
Fair Trade certification bodies. The 
FTDC’s core objective in its work 
with the Olive Oil Cooperatives is to 
help them become aware and capable 
of choosing the right channels for 
marketing their products and there-
fore to become the first beneficiaries 
of the profit obtained. 

Fair Trade is still in its initial phases 
in Palestine, and monitoring is still 
an issue. However, the Fair Trade 
Movement hopes to encourage 
individuals to recognize and buy Fair 
Trade products, which are labelled by 
a credible international certification 
body. 

On a wider level, the FTDC at the 
Institute for Community Partner-
ship held the First National Confer-
ence on Fair Trade on November 30 
and December 1 of 2007 as a step 
towards coordinating the activities of 
advocates of Fair Trade. Participation 
was open to the public. For more in-
formation visit www.ftdc.bethlehem.
edu. For Trade to be Fair in Palestine!

By Moussa Rabadi

fairHow
is trade in Palestine? 

Features
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The program included lectures given 

by professors from both Georgetown 

and Illinois universities in Intellec-

tual History, Political Economy, The 

Good Society, and Conflict Manage-

ment. Meetings with politicians, 

legislators, ambassadors and repre-

sentatives from the different interna-

tional organizations, such as NATO 

and the European Union Parliament, 

were also part of the program. Upon 

completion students are granted 

three credit hours from Georgetown 

University. 

Maha Sleibi, Manal Khalil, Reina 

Hazboun, and Shatha Daqaq, 

students of the Faculty of Business 

Administration, were among the 85 

of 300 applicants accepted to the 

program. 

“It made me realize that Palestin-

ians are not the only people who are 

struggling in the world,” Maha Sleibi 

said. “There are political and social 

conflicts all over the place.” 

Muhammed Qatamish, a third year 

student in Physiotherapy and a refu-

gee from Aida Camp in Bethlehem, 

participated in a summer program 

called the “Middle East Partnership 

Initiative/Leadership Program” in 

the United States funded by the US 

Department of State. 

The summer program included visits 

and workshops in several American 

universities, such as Georgetown, 

Boston, and Harvard, where partici-

pants attended lectures on leadership, 

diversity, public speaking, ethics in 

democratic society, and the chal-

lenges of religious freedom. It also 

included visits to political institu-

tions, companies and meetings with 

senators and mayors. Muhammed 

and the other participants had an op-

portunity to volunteer in four differ-

ent organizations, including World 

Vision and Habitat for Humanity 

Project.

For his distinguished work and 

involvement throughout the summer 

program, Muhammed was granted 

three certificates of honor: one from 

the US Department of State, a certifi-

cate and a laptop from Benedictine 

University, and another certificate 

from the mayor of Lisle and Naper-

ville, Illinois.

“Being a Bethlehem University stu-

dent made me feel very privileged as 

I am provided with training in differ-

ent fields and I am encouraged to be 

a distinguished leader in my society,” 

said Muhammed upon his return. 

Exchange Opportunities
“It was one of the richest 
experiences in my life”, said 
Shatha Daqaq, one of four 
students who participated in 
an exchange program de-
signed by the International 
Institute for Political and 
Economic Studies (IIPES) in 
Crete, Greece.

Features
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For Scholarship 

Information

Invest in the Future!Invest in the Future!
scholarships@bethlehem.edu

Diocese of Beaumont 

As part of the visitors’ program 

students engaged with the group 

members over lunch, during which 

she expressed her aspiration to 

further her education after obtaining 

her Bachelor degree at Bethlehem 

University.  Upon their return to 

Texas, 11 members of the Diocese 

of Beaumont pondered over how 

to assist Tala and decided to pool 

their resources to help Tala fulfill her 

ambitions.  

As a result of their generosity, Tala is 

now majoring in Public Administra-

tion as an M.A. student at Lamar 

University in Texas. Tala is eager and 

committed to complete her studies 

and return to Bethlehem University 

where she hopes to teach and train 

others in Public Administration. 

Tala Karkar did not realize that May 5, 2006 would become a 
determining date in her life.  As a student ambassador, involved 
in receiving visitors to the University, Tala with other student 
ambassadors took part in hosting a group of pilgrims from the 
Diocese of Beaumont, Texas, led by Bishop Guillory. 

Tala Karkar BU ‘05 (center) surrounded by benefactors from the Diocese of Beaumont
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Alleviating Poverty 
Part of What Our Alumni Do 

When Jane Rabba Giacaman 

first finished high school in 

1984, she was determined to 

pursue a higher education at 

any cost.  The options ahead of 

her were many but the possibili-

ties were rather restricted due 

to financial as well as societal 

considerations.

Jane joined Bethlehem Univer-

sity with the consolation that her 

eldest sister, Miranda, graduated 

from there in 1977- the first 

graduating class since its estab-

lishment in 1973.  

This was a clear sign that she 

wanted to follow in her sister’s 

footsteps.  

After she graduated in 1991 Jane 

worked in a couple of places 

before she was hired in 1995 as 

Project Development Officer in 

the Monitoring Department of 

the United Nations Relief and 

Works Agency for Palestinians in 

the Near East (UNRWA) at their 

Headquarters in Jerusalem. 

It was a decision that most likely 

led to the major turning point 

of her career. Due to her strong 

and unwavering character as 

well as decision-making skills 

and talent, Jane has managed 

to find her way up the ladder of 

the Organization, reaching the 

unprecedented position of Chief 

Microfinance Operations, tradi-

tionally held solely by interna-

tional, non-Palestinian staff. Her 

most significant achievements 

throughout the past 12 years 

at UNRWA are her creation of 

two pioneering Microfinance & 

Micro-enterprise Credit offices 

in Damascus, Syria, and Am-

man, Jordan between 2001 and 

2004.

Today her department’s portfolio 

carries a total number of 11,450 

active loans in the amount of 

$10 million that assist in the 

alleviation of the poverty in the 

region of Palestine, Syria, and 

Jordan. She has also become an 

authority on microfinance on 

the national and regional levels.

“I have no doubt that the forma-

tion I got during my Bethlehem 

University years is the basis 

to which I attribute much of 

my success.  In addition to my 

home and school upbringing, 

Bethlehem University had a 

large impact on the development 

of my character and the career 

person I am today.  Today, like 

I have always felt, I feel proud 

to say that I am a Bethlehem 

University alumna.”

Jane is happily married and has 

two boys, Sami, 15 and Saro, 11.  

Jane Giacaman BU ‘91

A SUCCESS STORY 
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On Campus

Sharing Expertise & Background
REINVESTING IN PALESTINE
Dr. Eman Abu Sada from the Catho-
lic University for Applied Sciences in 
Cologne was the first guest lecturer in 
a new Summer Workshop Program 
introduced at Bethlehem University. 

Once a year a Palestinian lecturer cur-
rently teaching at a university abroad 
will be invited for a one-week Summer 
Course at Bethlehem University. 

“Students were very much in favor of 
Dr. Eman’s visit and very excited about 
it because they have never had lectures 
on these topics before,” said Dr. Inge 
Tiemann, who initiated the program 
and is the Consultant for Participa-
tory Learning at Bethlehem University. 
“They found it very necessary and 
useful.”

This program was developed to provide 
Palestinian academics working in the 
“Diaspora” the opportunity to share 
their expertise with a Palestinian 
university. Although they live and work 
abroad, many of them have ties to their 
native country and experience a deep 
feeling of solidarity with the Palestinian 
people. 

Dr. Eman Abu Sada was raised in Beit 
Sahour and graduated from Bethlehem 
University in 1988. She obtained her 
M.A. and Ph.D. in the United States 
and she now lives with her husband 
and two daughters in Germany. In 
a seven-day workshop she lectured 
students of the Department of Social 
Sciences on “Strategies of Creative 
Problem Solving and Creative Think-
ing in the Social Field.” 

An exceptional teacher, administra-

tor and leader who managed to share 

her knowledge and skills with the 

Bethlehem University Community 

and the people of Palestine has left 

her post as Coordinator of Occu-

pational Therapy at 

Bethlehem Univer-

sity. After 10 years of 

service  Ms. Barbara 

Lavin  has returned 

to her native New 

Zealand. Barbara’s 

work has resulted in 

the graduation of four 

cohorts of Occupa-

tional Therapists and 

the establishment of 

occupational therapy   

units in various hospi-

tals across the West Bank, which has 

provided graduates with employment 

opportunities and Palestinian society 

with the much needed services of 

Occupational Therapists. 

Ms. Lavin has also been the driving 

force behind coaching and training 

10 Occupational Therapy students 

from Gaza, despite their inability 

to access the Bethlehem University 

Campus due to strict orders imposed 

by the Israeli military. She managed 

to develop programs, modules and 

plans that enabled those students to 

finish what is required of them from 

their homes in Gaza. Some of the 

developed techniques included teach-

ing via video conferencing, conduct-

ing training in Egypt, and sending 

international teachers to Gaza.  

Ms. Lavin’s energy and commitment 

will be missed and her legacy will be 

carried out by the committed staff 

and faculty of the Department.   

Dr. Eman Abu Sada from 
the Catholic University

Barbara Lavin: Farewell

Barbara Lavin (3rd from the right) with a resident at Four Homes of Mercy 
and Occupational Therapy students and graduate.
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On a cold February afternoon, 15 
students shuffled into a room in the 
Millennium Building to enlist in an 
innovative drama project that saw 
the birth of the Bethlehem Universi-
ty Drama Society. They were united 
by shyness and a lack of previous 
drama experience. Eight months 
later, nine of them took to the stage 
in front of hundreds at Bethlehem 
University and at Al-‘Abidiyeh, 
Hussan and Beit Sahour secondary 
schools. 

The project was initially the brain-
child of Dr. Hala Al-Yamani who 
works in the Faculty of Education at 
Bethlehem University, and Paul Mo-
clair, a UNAIS development worker. 
Together they shared a concern that 
29 percent of Palestinian school 
children drop out at 10th grade. 
They also shared a belief that the 
problem could be addressed through 
Forum Theatre. With Forum 
Theatre, an oppression or injustice 
familiar to the audience is presented 

without being 
solved. After 
the play is 
performed, an 
intermediary 
called the joker 
facilitates a discus-
sion with the audience. 
The play is then performed a second 
time and audience members are 
invited to intervene directly in the 
action so as to resolve the problem. 

The play’s relevance to the lives 
of young audience members was 
demonstrated by the numbers of 
boys and girls eagerly getting on 
stage to participate in the action and 
to challenge the play’s oppressors. 
Eman Joubran from Beit Sahour 
commented, “The themes of the 
play were very attractive, especially 
Amira’s refusal to get married just 
to please her father.” Majd El Kaisi 
from Dheisheh Boys’ School said, 
“The play taught me how to deal 
with students who want to persuade 

me to leave school 
early.”

For the participating 
students at Bethlehem 

University the whole 
process was an unforget-

table experience. Trainee 
teacher Sofyan Amira explains the 
primary motivation for him to join 
the project. “I want to know how 
drama can help me as a teacher.’” 
He added that although the project 
required a lot of work and brought 
a lot of pressure, it was all worth it 
when they performed. 

For the Bethlehem University 
Drama Society there is no time to 
sit back and rest on their laurels. 
Already the group is embarking on a 
new project which will tackle issues 
relating to gender and conflict. The 
group hopes to devise and perform a 
new production by May 2008.

Theatre
of the Oppressed Comes to Bethlehem 

On Campus

From left to right: Nisreen Taqatqa, 
Mariam Brijieh, Sufyan Amira, Ali Abu 
Mustafa, and Sawsan Owaineh.

Mariam Brijieh, Mira Sabat, 
Dema Hilu, and Izat Natsha.
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Brother Robert Smith, FSC, Ph.D., 
was appointed to assume the position 
of the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs as of September 1, 2007.  
Br. Robert succeeds Brother Fergus 
McArdle, FSC, who served as the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs from 
September 2003 until he returned to 
his native Ireland for medical care due 
to illness in the summer of 2006. In 
the interim year, Brother Neil Kieffe 
served as the Acting Academic Vice 
President.

Upon embarking on this new op-
portunity at Bethlehem University, 
Br. Robert expressed enthusiasm and 
a deep sense of understanding of the 
job that lay ahead. “Both Brother 
Neil and Brother Fergus, my two 
immediate predecessors, dedicated 
themselves wholeheartedly to this 
vital educational mission.  Now, I see 

our task is to review and enhance the 
academic infrastructure for the years 
ahead,” Br. Robert said. “I say enhance 
because we are fortunate to have a 
solid foundation upon which to build 
and expand.” 

Before arriving at Bethlehem Univer-
sity, Br. Robert, a native of Minnesota, 
was a tenured Professor of Theology at 
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota 
for 25 years and served three terms as 
Chair of the Theology Department.  
From 2003-2007 Br. Robert served 
as Vice President for Mission at Saint 
Mary’s University and as Director of 
the Center for the Enhancement of 
Learning and Teaching.  Also notable 
is his service from 2000-2003 as the 
Dean of Christ the Teacher Institute 
of Education in Nairobi, Kenya, an 
institute of Saint Mary’s University as 
well as part of the Catholic University 

of East Africa.  

Br. Robert hopes that he can add 
something valuable to the Bethlehem 
University Community, especially 
considering his experience working 
abroad and his love of other cultures 
as well as years of experience in aca-
demic institutions. “I enjoy and am 
comfortable in a multi-cultural and 
multi-religious society,” Br. Robert 
said. “I find it personally enriching 
to be included in such a society and 
I enjoy both the challenges and the 
benefits in this kind of ambience and 
look forward to serving Bethlehem 
University and the Palestinian com-
munity.”  Bethlehem University is 
indeed fortunate to have as its new 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
an educator with such experience and 
enthusiasm.   

Br. Robert Smith 
Joins Bethlehem University’s Community

Brother Robert greeting Ms. Hilary Shaw, a 
benefactor of Bethlehem University

Brother Robert talking to some Bethlehem University students: from left to right: Dana Bannoura, 
Elias Kattou’a, Ahmed Issa

Targeting science graduates from the West 
Bank and Gaza, Bethlehem University along 
with the Palestinian Polytechnic University in 
Hebron will soon be jointly offering the first 
Masters program in Molecular Biotechnology.  

Dr. Moein Kan’an, Dean of Science, reports 
that the program, which was recently accredit-
ed and approved by the Palestinian Ministry of 
Education, will build on the successes of both 
universities in genetic research and bioinfor-
matics. It is envisioned that with this advanced 
training and research a more homegrown 
science and technology will be developed and 
critical indigenous problems will be effectively 
addressed.     

MasterMaster
 to Start in 2008

A New

Program 

Mr. Moin Kanaan

On Campus



News17 Bethlehem 
University 

“Thank you for providing us with excellent information.”

Catholic Theological Union Trustees (CTU), USA

“Celebrating Mass at the 

University Chapel was a 

highlight.”

EOHSJ- Ireland

“The visit was a great help  in 

understanding the situation of the 

Palestinian people.”

Bishop Dennis Madden, USA

“Thank you for providing us with excellent nformation.”

heologgical Union Trustees (CTU), USA
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“It is impressing to see how you are 
overcoming obstacles we never have to face.”

Living Stones Trust, UK, led by Deacon Duncan McPherson

“Your work is a big contribution to the highly important dialogue between cultures and religions.”

EOHSJ- Berlin, Germany, led by Mr. Franz Fassunke

La Salle University, Brother Gerry 

Molineaux, Dr. Lynne Texter, USA

Visiting the Nativity 

Church in Manger 

Square

“Celebrating Ma
University Chapet.”

EEOHSJ- Ireland

14/9/2007
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“It is a sign of hope to see such 
committed young 

people.”

Friends of Sabeel, UK, led by Reverend 

Andrew Ashdown

Brother Daniel awards 

Bishops Kicanas 

with the Bethlehem 

University Medal of 

Honor

EOHSJ USA Northwestern 

Lieutenancy, Bishop Kicanas

“You are a message 

of hope for the 
future.”

“What you are doing here is both inspiring and professional.”

EOHSJ – Germany and Academic forum of the Diocese of Augsburg, led by Dr. Thomas Weckbach, Lieutenant of the District of Augsburg, and Prof. Dr. Adalbert Keller

 “I’m glad to hear that people belonging to 

different religions and denominations live together 

so well on a grassroots level here in Bethlehem.” 

Cardinal Walter 

Kasper, Pontifical 

Council for 

Christian Unity

“The University is an oasis of 
education, hope and peace.”

EOHSJ  USA Northwestern Lieutenancy, Deacon Hank Jacquemet and Father Paul Minnihan

EOHSJ England 
and Wales, Lt. 

Michael Whelan
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Bishop John Smith 
with Bethlehem 

University student 
Razan Wazwaz“It was interesting 

to get first hand 
information about 

the difficulties the 
students face.” 

Bishop John Smith

“Stay hopeful as you are 
influencing the entire world”

Springfield Dioceses, Ill., USA, Peace Pilgrimage, Sue Morris

Dabke dance lesson by Dina Awwad, Public Relations & Development Officer

Parish St. Ives and Papworth, Father Paul Maddison, UK

“Meeting these 

brilliant young 

people has 

inspired me. The 

University really 

gives them an 

outlook for the 

future.”

Gesellschaft Katholischer Publizisten 

(German Catholic Publishers Association), 

Mrs. Elisabeth Bremekamp

A wonderful and enriching 

experience

St. Joan of Arc, Menands/ New York, Fr. 

Kofi Amissah and Dr. Yvonne Nelson

“These young 
people really 

can be proud of 
themselves.”

Deacons and 
Spouses from 

Illinois, Chicago 
USA

“Meeting t
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Founders Club ($50,000+)
Anonymous 

ABU: Association en faveur de la Bethle-

hem University, Prof. Dr. Heinrich Koller

Custody of the Holy Land

Erzbistum Koln

Friends of Bethlehem University in the 

United Arab Emirates, Mr. Anton S.O. 

Kattan and Dr. Salwa Khoury

German Association of the Holy Land, 

Mr. Heinz Thiel

Trustees Club ($25,000+)
Belgian Technical Cooperation, Jerusalem

Br. Ambrose Payne, FSC and the Chris-

tian Brothers of Australia

CARITAS, Jerusalem

CRS, Jerusalem

L’Oeuvre D’Orient, Msgr. Philippe 

Brizard

λ Sir Michael and Lady Karen Hall, 

EOHSJ-USA Northwestern Lieutenancy

γ Friends of Bethlehem University in the 

United Kingdom

Schmidt Family Foundation

μ Sir Kenneth and Lady Theresa Willett, 

EOHSJ-USA Northwestern Lieutenancy

ψ Hilary Shaw

Chairman’s Club ($10,000+)
Anonymous 

Arab Student Aid International

Bethlehem Association, Scholarship 

Fund, Dr. Edward A. Hazboun

β Book Aid International

ξ De La Salle Brothers, Ireland

EOHSJ-USA North Central, H.E. Jack 

Rapp, KC*HS

Lady Ingeburg Miscoll, in memory of 

H.E. Sir James P. Miscoll

β Life for Relief and Development 

(LIFE), Palestinian Agricultural Relief 

Committee (PARC)

Lynch Foundation, Ms. Kathryn Everett

SOS-Malta

Chancellor’s Club ($5,000+)
Aid to the Church In Need

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Berner

Fr. Desmond Berry, KHS, St. Patrick’s 

Catholic Church

Canon James Foley and St. Augustine’s 

Roman Catholic Church

Rev. R. Adam Forno, KHS and the 

Church of St. John the Evangelist

De La Salle Community, MN, Br. Robert 

Walsh, FSC

De La Salle Christian Brothers, Distrito 

de MÉXICO-NORTE,

Hno. Luis Arturo Dávila de León 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Domino

� EOHSJ-USA Northern Lieutenancy, 

Mr. Donald Orscheln, KGCHS

EOHSJ-Switzerland, S.E. Giorgio Mo-

roni Stampa

H.E. Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, DD

π Sr. Margaret Ormond, OP and Do-

minican Sisters International, through Fr. 

Donald Moore, SJ

SECOLI, Br. Stephen Touhy

Sisters of Sion, Australia

U.S. OMEN

Vice Chancellor’s Club ($1,000+)
Mr. John Albina

Mr. and Mrs. Tasso A. Bandak

φ Patricia Barbernitz

Kathleen Batato

Robert Benson, KCSG, AFSC

Mrs. Jane Borst, in memory of her hus-

band Lawrence Borst

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Botto

ρ Mr. Frank  and Mrs. Helen Brady

φ Rev. Francis Callahan

φ Susan Castellan

Br. Henry Chaya, FSC

Rev. Fr. Richard D. Clark

Rev. Fr. Jonathan Cotton, OSB and St. 

Mary’s Parish

Rev. Fr. Jack Crocker, SJ and Milford 

Jesuit Community

Rev. Fr. Peter J. Cullen and University of 

Sheffield Catholic Chaplaincy

Mr. and Mrs. Alphonse Dawed

Fr. Martin Dixon and St. Simon’s Parish

Eagle Aid, Mr. Michael Gorman, KSG 

KCHS

Mr. and Mrs. James Eckstein 

EOHSJ-England and Wales, Lt. Michael  

F. Whelan, KGCHS

EOHSJ-Ireland, H.E. M. Joseph Mc-

Donnell, KGCHS

EOHSJ-USA Eastern Lieutenancy, HE 

Joseph E. Spinnato, KGCHS 

Rev. Fr. Michael Farano, St. Pius X Church

β Rev. Thomas Fitzpatrick, SJ

Dr. Frederic Gannon, M.D.

Ms. Erica Hahn

Durrell and Gwen Hillis

Dorothy Jamal

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Jungers 

Mr. Edward Karkar

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Keene 

Br. Bernard Knezich, FSC

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ladah and Ladah 

Foundation

β Lasallian Education Fund, Saint Mary’s 

Press

Br. Richard Lemberg, FSC

Mr. Charles E. Maria

Rev. Fr. John Sivalon, MM and Mary-

knoll Fathers and Brothers

Br. Thomas McPhillips, FSC, Christian 

Brothers Roncalli Community

Mr. John Merrigan 

Middle East Children’s Alliance

Msgr. Dennis Mikulanis, S.T.D. and  San 

Rafael Parish

Ms. Ann K. Morales

Jeanne-Marie Neilson, LCSW

Frau Juliane Ohm, EOHSJ-Germany

Dr. and Mrs. James J. O’Rourke

Miceal O’Rourke

Mr. W. Dennis Owen

Pontifical Mission, Maher Turjman

Dr. Bernd Potthast, EOHSJ-Germany

Provinzialat der Schulbrüder, Br. Thomas 

Voss, FSC

Mr. and Mrs. Mazen Qupty 

Chuck and Ede Radloff, San Rafael Parish

φ Rev. Richard Tillman of St. John Evan-

gelist RC Church

Mrs. Mieke van Keulen

Mr. and Mrs. William Voss

Br. William Walz, FSC and Brothers of 

La Salle Hall, Romeoville

Rev. Fr. Ray Webb, AFSC

μ Sir Blaine and Jennifer Blaine P. 

Werner 

Dr. George L. Zarur

Special Friends ($500+)
Rev. John Baggley and the Parish of 

Corpus Christi

Br. Martin Borg, FSC, De La Salle College

β Center for Arab Unity Studies

Christian Brothers, Line District, Br. 

Edmond Precourt, FSC

Christian Brothers, Long Island New 

England District, Poverty Fund

Rev. Richard Duffield and The Oxford 

Oratory

Dr. Rolf Lattreuter, EOSHJ-Germany 

Mr. and Mrs. William Evans, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Eyerman
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Mr. Gabriel Ferrucci

Mr. and Mrs. James Frane

Mr. Mike Giacaman

Ms. Maha Habiba

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Harcourt

Mr. Moh’d Kamal Hassouneh

ρ Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Jezycki

Br. James Kelly, FSC, and Community, 

St. Peter’s Boys High School 

Prof. Dr. Heinrich and Mrs. Koller

Bishop George Lucas, Springfield Diocese

Br. Vincent Malham, FSC

H.E. John H. McGuckin, Jr., EOSHJ-

USA Northwestern Lieutenancy 

Mr. John McLaughlin, MBE, The Govan 

Chairman LTD.

Br. Richard Moratto, FSC

Dr. and Mrs. Tom Okner, EOHSJ-USA 

Northern Lieutenancy

Monsieur Marcel Paris

Br. Charles Scanlon, FSC, St. Gabriel’s 

Hall Community

Sisters of Sion, Scotland

Rev. Bruce Shipman

Bishop Hugh Slattery, MSC and Diocese 

of Tzaneen

Dr. Stephen Sweeny, College of New 

Rochelle

ρ Mr. Issa & Mrs. Mary Sweidan

Rev. Mark White, CP

Lady Elizabeth Wood, LGCHS, EOHSJ-

USA, Western Lieutenancy

Century Club ($100+)
Anonymous in honor of Br. Dominic 

Smith, FSC

Anonymous in honor of Br. Jerome Sul-

livan, FSC

Sr. Anne Avril, nds

Mr. John Barry, III

Br. Marvin Becker, FSC

Dr. Henry and Ms. Janna Ramsay Best

Dr. Sophia Bietenhard

Sr. Barbara Blesse, O.P.

Sr. Barbara Bowe, RSCJ

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Carlton

Br. Robert Carnaghi, FSC

Br. Henry Chaya, FSC

Ms. Blanche Childs

Br. Carl Clayton, FSC

Fr. Robert Crawford, M.M.

Ms. Elaine Daly

Ms. Margaret Debby

Mr. Joseph Derham

Jenny and Mel Desembrana

Mr. James Dickson

Rev. John Dietzen

Mr. Leonard Dino, Sr. 

Mr. Lynn Durham

Mr. and Mrs. James Durrett

Rev. Kail Ellis. OSA

Mr. and Mrs. John Erickson

Mr. Norman Ewers

Mr. Anthony J. Fasano

Mr. Franz Fassunke

Mr. Gerald Flood

Br. Columba Gleeson, FSC

β Government of Ireland

Mr. Michael Gorman, KSG KCHS

Rev. Msgr. Edmund O. Griesedieck

Dr. and Mrs. John Greenwood

Rev. Edmund Gronkiewicz

Br. John Guasconi, FSC

Msgr. James Habiger

Larry and Mary Hansen

Dr. Gurli Hansson

Patricia Hawley

φ Richard and Erin Hayden

Paul and Mary Jane Helmer

Ms. Amelia Herlihy in honor of Msgr. 

Tillman

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph V. Hosack, Jr.

Judge G. W. Humphries

Rev. Stephen Hyde, Ravensworth Baptist 

Church

Rev. Fr. Ben Innes, OFM, St Mary’s 

Parish-Shaw

Ms. Lourdes Jalando-on and friends

Mr. Alan Jones

Br. Michael Kadow, FSC

Dr. David H. Kelly

Br. Dom Kennedy, FSC

β Korean Foundation

Geraldine Lawhon, LCHS

Br. Augustine Loes, FSC

Br. James Loxham, FSC

Rev. Fr. Paul Maddison

Bishop Vincent Malone and Liverpool 

Pilgrimage

Br. William Martin, FSC

φ Mr. and Mrs. William Matthews

Dr. and Mrs. Tom McBride

Brenda L. McConnell

Mr. Raymond McDonald

Mrs. Anne McHugh

 ω Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mertz

Mr. and Mrs. Don Minore

Rev. John Morris, O.P.

Glennon and Madeleine Mueller

Dr. Yvonne Nelson

Ms. Daisy G. Neves

Sir John Nutley, KCGOHS

Mr. John Bosco O’Hagan

Mrs. Rosemary Ojinnaka

Br. Benedict Oliver, FSC

Mr. Matthew Pico

Professor Alain Pique

Br. David Poos, FSC

Rev. Fr. Mitri Raheb, International Cen-

ter of Bethlehem

Mrs. Linda Ramsden, Experience Travel 

Tours

Br. Joseph Reilly, FSC

Dr. Pamela Joan Ring

Mrs. Maura Robertson

Fr. Christian Rutishauser, S.J.

Rev. Fr. Patrick Rush

φ   Ms.  Sandra B. Salazar

Rev. Fr. Patrick Sammon, St. Anthony of 

Padua R.C. Church

Debbie Santalesa

Mr. and Mrs. Louis A. Santalesa

Rev. Henry Schmidt

Father Donald Senior, C. P.

Mr. and Mrs. John Sinfield

Sisters of  St.Paul of Chartres (SPC), 

Bethlehem/Jerusalem

φ Ana M. Spitzmesser

Ms. Celine Sullivan

Br. Jerome Sullivan, FSC

Teresian Association, Chicago

φ Maria Thomas and Bernard Corona

Br. Joseph Ventura, FSC

Mr. and Ms. John Watkins III

Mr. Robert and Mrs. Judith Weiss

Mr. and Mrs. Paul  Williams

Lorraine and Manuel  Ybarra

Br. Joseph Zastrow, FSC

Silver Anniversary ($25+)
    Sr. Margaret Ahl, DC (RIP Oct. 14, 2007)

Fr.  Michael Ahlstrom

Rev. Guido Baltes, Johanniter Hospice

Mr.  &  Mrs. Nader Barakat

Dr. and Mrs. Gabriel Batarseh

φ Wilfried N. Beckmann

Mr. and Mrs. Royce Boudreau

Br. William Brynda, FSC

Br. Christopher Buck, FSC

Mr. and Mrs. Zbigniew Zenon Cianciara

Br. James Connolly, FSC

Professor Richard Conroy

Mrs. Catherine Corcoran

Rev. John R. Dale

Mr. Marc DiNunzio

Ms. Mary T. Dooley

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Friel

Mr. Gabriel Giangi

Lt. and Mrs.  Lauri Gorski

Mr. James Griffin

Mrs. Catherine Hoffman
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Ms. Vera Masrieh-Homsi

Ms. Cynthia Hernandez - Kolski

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Laubach

Br. Joel McGraw, FSC

Ms. Alice Meyer

Rev. Fr. Paul Minnihan

Br. Dale Mooney, FSC, De La Salle, 

Kansas City

Mrs. Phyllis Mooney

Mr. Donald Muncy

Mr. Jose and Mrs. Elizabeth Niembro

Sister Carolyn Osiek, RSCJ

Br. Patrick Power, FSC

Ms. Mary Isabel Reiff in honor of Philip 

Gallagher

φ  Mr. and Mrs. Edward Reynolds

Br. Basil Rothweiler, FSC

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Saad

Bishop John Smith

Mrs. Mary C. Scott

Mr. David Schultze II

Ms. Trish L. Tolbert

Mr. John D. Turley

Doris and Gerald Turner

Ken and Pat Vincent

Br. Robert Werle, FSC

Dr. John M. Wilson, Jr., M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wirtel

Fr. Robert Zwilling

How Your Support Helps

� Sir Alfred J. Blasco Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

φ Patricia Barbernitz Endowed Scholarship 
Fund, St. John the Evangelist  

      Roman Catholic Community of 
Columbia, MD  -

λ Cynthia Elizabeth Hall Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

γ Cardinal Hume Endowed Scholarship 

ξ  De La Salle Hall Renovation Project

ρ Madeleine and Shedhedeh Botto 
Endowed Scholarship Fund

π Dominican Sisters Endowed Scholarship

μ The Willett Family  Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

βMaterials donated to the University 
Library

ψ   Summerhayes Endowed Scholarship 
Fund

ω  Jan and Gordon Forbes Endowed 
Scholarship

Prayer
The Holy Land and its people are in 

need.  Your prayers are needed for 

the people of all faith traditions in 

the Holy Land, for the people of the 

world community who work for peace 

with justice, and for people in leader-

ship positions around the globe.  May 

violence, oppression, occupation, and 

injustice come to an end.  God has 

showed us what is good and what is 

required: “To act justly, to love ten-

derly, and to walk humbly with your 

God” (Micah 6:8). 
 

Annual Gifts
The activities described in this magazine 

and more are possible through the gener-

ous financial support of many individuals 

and organizations. If you are able to keep 

hope alive in the Holy Land by provid-

ing financial support, here is how your 

financial gifts help. 

• $176 supports one student to work 6 hours per week to help 

pay his/her tuition.

• $360 supports one student for one course for one semester.

• $600 supports a partial scholarship for one of the 22 students 

with disabilities.

• $1,000 provides a computer for a faculty office or student 

laboratory.

• $3,600 provides a Scholarship to support the educational costs 

of a student for a year. 

• $5,000 provides audio-visual equipment for teachers in a class-

room.

• $10,000 provides support for on-line electronic journals for 

students and faculty for a year.

• $22,500 provides 25 computers needed to upgrade a class-

room laboratory and staff offices.

• $27,250 provides books and print journals for the University 

library for a year.
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It is your support that makes possible all that we do – and we are deep-
ly grateful! 

In addition to the tuition that students and their families are able to contribute, Bethlehem University is 

supported by contributions from individuals, foundations, corporations and governments.  As illustrated 

throughout this publication, your donations strengthen the University and its educational and profes-

sional development services to the Palestinian people.  Your contributions are greatly appreciated and 

allow us to continue this most vital and significant work in the Holy Land. 

In the United States, Bethlehem University is a 

tax deductible non-profit, eligible for employer 

matching grants (Tax ID 22-2997011).  Checks 

payable to “Bethlehem University” can be mailed 

to:

Brother Jerome Sullivan, FSC

 US Development Office

PO Box 692

Lincroft, NJ 07738-0692

jerbethlehem@yahoo.com

Phone: 908-219-9715

Fax: 732-219-1619

In the UK, the Friends of Bethlehem University 

(FoBU) is a registered charity (# 1077818).  

Donations are eligible for Gift Aid.  Checks can be 

made payable to “Friends of Bethlehem University” 

and sent to:

Msgr. Vladimir Felzman

All Saints Pastoral Centre

London Colney, Hertfordshire

AL2 1AF England

Vladimirf@compuserve.com

Fax: +44-1727-822880

In the United Arab Emirates, gifts can be made 

through the Friends of Bethlehem University in the 

UAE:

Mr. Anton Kattan

PO Box 7674

Abu Dhabi, UAE

 askanton@emirates.net.ae

Phone: +971-2-634-3969

Fax: +971-2-632-5188

In Canada, gifts eligible for Canadian tax credit 

to support Bethlehem University made payable 

to “CNEWA CANADA” with a letter indicating that 

the gift is to support Bethlehem University can be 

mailed to:  

Mr. Carl Hetu

National Secretary

CNEWA Canada

1247 Kilborn Place

Ottawa, Ontario K1H 6K9

chetu@cnewa.org

Tel: 866-322-4441 (toll free)

Fax: (613) 738-7666

In Ireland, Friends of Bethlehem University in 

Ireland (FBU-I) is an approved Charity (CHY6868) 

and is authorized for tax rebates (1315).  Gifts can 

be sent to:

 Rev. Raymond Staunton

 Marist Community Residence

 Chanel College

Coolock, Dublin 5, Ireland

rays@iol.ie

In Switzerland, gifts can be made through the 

Association Universite de Bethlehem (ABU) by 

contacting:

 Klaus Rollin

 Wassergraben 4

 Postfach 397

CH 6210 Sursee

 abu.sekretariat@klausroellin.ch

 Tel. 0041-41-920 45 37

 Mobil 0041-79-301 78 18

Fax 0041-41-920 45 48

Gifts from the local and international community can be made through the Development 

Office in Bethlehem:

Brother Jack Curran, FSC, PhD

 Vice President for Development

PO Box 11407

92248 Jerusalem

jcurran@bethlehem.edu

Tel: +972 2 2741241

Fax: +972 2 2744440

www.bethlehem.edu
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In Spite of ViolationIn Spite of Violation
Prof. Shqueir Prof. Shqueir 
     Looks Ahead     Looks Ahead

Prof. Shqueir has been a faculty 
member with Bethlehem 
University since 1981.  

info@bethlehem.edu
www.bethlehem.edu

To arrange 
for your visit 

to 
Bethlehem 
University

As he was winding down after a long 
work day teaching and preparing for 
final exams, Prof. Adnan Shqueir’s 
quiet evening was violently inter-
rupted by the Israeli soldiers.  

“I had just finished my dinner with 
my wife and daughters, when I heard 
loud pounding at my door,” said Prof. 
Adnan Shqueir, a faculty member and 
Chairperson of the Department of 
Life Sciences at Bethlehem University. 
“At gun point, we were rounded up in 
a small room for three hours, while at 
least eight soldiers were freely tamper-

ing with and vandalizing our home. 
I am not worried about the physical 
damage they left behind. I am more 
concerned with the psychological and 
emotional damage.  Had they told 
us what they were looking for, and 
what is it that they wanted, things 
could have been easier…different. 
But all they communicated to us was 
foul language and orders to move, sit 
down, shut up and so on” added Prof. 
Shqueir.  “I feel that our basic rights 
and privacy were violated. I know I 
am not the first to face such brutality 
but I sure hope I am the last.”

Two days after the incident Prof. 
Shqueir traveled to Egypt to partici-
pate in an international conference 
titled: “Environmental Protection is a 
Must” in which he presented a paper 
on biogas production. “The soldiers 
invading my home have interrupted 
my peace of mind, but I will do my 
best for them not to interrupt my 
commitment to my students and re-
search.  I am not giving up. With the 
help of many around me I am picking 
up the pieces and looking ahead.”

- It is indeed amazing that such peo-
ple as Professor Shqueir act the way 
they do. 
Brother Peter Gilfedder, FSC

 - It is these “grace filled” people that 
makes life bearable and keep the fire 
of hope burning for us in this world 
we live in. 
Patrick Henry Longalong

- I am very moved by your account 
of Professor Adnan Shqueir’s ordeal, 
and that of his family.  Please convey 
to him my deep admiration and my 

gratitude for his example.  There is 
great beauty in the midst of so much 
pain.
Father Bernard Lee, S.M.

- I will help disseminate such infor-
mation so a more realistic view of 
the realities in the Holy Land can be 
known.  
Tom Wirtel

- What a wonderful testament to the 
strength and courage of the Palestin-
ian people.  
Gloria Truitt

- I know that people much smarter 
than I have grappled and continue 

to grapple with the problem of evil 
and how to combat it.  I do, how-
ever, sense the feeling of helplessness 
among those whose suffering under 
the occupation might drive them to 
more violent responses.   PEACE
Claire Carey 

Responses to Adnan 
Shaqir’s Story  

May 2007


